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and dirt, and still think so. This meant a radical
change in design with a very low seat, otherwise the
wind-screen becomes unwieldy. The engine of a
machine of this type must be quiet and run like a
dynamo. There have been a number of attempts to
build a motor cycle of this type, but generally they
have been cumbersome, containing all the bad faults
of the motor cycle.

I built two machines; the first was chain-driven.
The wheels on the second machine were held only on
one side, and, as in car practice, were detachable.
I did about 50,000 miles on each machine and used
to enjoy riding them. It was quite easy to ride them
with hands off, even over rough ground. The second
machine was an excellent job and the chassis looked
like a miniature car with enclosed shaft drive. The
petrol consumption was very low.

About ten years ago I took out a patent for attach-
ing glass straight into the holes of sheet metal by means
of special rubber channelling. It was both a very
simple and a cheap method. The glass could be round,
square, oval, or any shape required. We used this
method for fitting glass into our flying-boats, but I did
not succeed in getting the motor trade to adopt the
idea at that time, but to-day the method is universally
used. Some manufacturers put front wind-screens
in with this channelling, and others the rear windows.
Many of the rear windows of the Ford cars are now
fitted with this rubber channelling.

One of my latest patents to be extensively used is a
sheet gripper. Metal fuselages such as are used on the
bodies of the hulls of flying-boats and other machines
are built by the riveting of sheets together. Before
this can be done the metal sheets have to be held in
position. At first the general custom for carrying out
this operation was at the best crude and in many cases
was also difficult and cumbersome. This was certainly